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By Gabriele Steinhauser

On a day German Chancellor Merkel was in town and the European
Commission released a new dreary outlook for the European economy, it may be
surprising that the little-known head of a regional government could draw a crowd in
Brussels. But as the president of the Spanish region of Catalonia, Artur Mas
managed to dip into one of the topics du jour in the European Union capital: Just
like many people in Scotland and Flanders, Mr. Mas wants Catalonia to split from
the nation state that has long been its home and determine its own political, cultural,
and economic destiny.

But unlike the more than a million demonstrators that took to Barcelona’s streets in
September, Mr. Mas doesn’t use the word “independence.” Instead, he’s lobbying
for Catalonia, one of Spain’s wealthiest regions, to become “its own state within the
framework of the European Union.” Catalonia will hold snap elections on Nov. 25,
which Mr. Mas hopes will give the necessary momentum for a referendum or
consultation over the region’s future within the next four years.

Speaking to a large room full of Brusselites (and television cameras) on
Wednesday, Mr. Mas stressed that Catalonia was lagging far behind Scotland on
the path to autonomy. There’s no support for his efforts from the central
government in Madrid, let alone a deadline or a question for a possible referendum.
In fact, Spain’s constitution specifically forbids secession.

Even more problematically, the idea of any seceding country to become its own
state within the EU isn’t easily realized. The dominant canon on EU law says that
any new state will need unanimous support from all existing member states to join
the bloc—handing Madrid a powerful veto against Mr. Mas’s plan. Until not long ago,
that’s also how officials at the commission, the EU’s executive, described the
process that would follow secession.

But in recent weeks, officials have moderated their statements, saying that the
commission would only express a view when confronted with a specific scenario.
Some legal experts, meanwhile, have pointed out that EU law prohibits depriving
people of their EU citizenship, which might give seceding regions a case for
membership.

Another question is why Catalonia, according to Mr. Mas a proud “net contributor”
to the EU budget, would feel so much better about sending money to other
European regions when it wants to leave Spain partly because of the transfers it
has to make to the government in Madrid. The Catalonian president said he shared
Commission President José Manuel Barroso’s vision of a “more federal” Europe,
where states cede more sovereignty to European institutions.

“Catalonia would like to be one of the single and normal states of that federation,”
he said. Such a federal Europe would leave Catalonia with less power than an
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independent state, but, Mr. Mas stressed, “more power than we have today.”

Whether Mr. Barroso and other European federalists will be happy about Mr. Mas’s
endorsement, however, is questionable. The Catalonian president dodged
questions on who his friends and supporters were in Europe. Even contacts with
Scotland, he conceded, are currently limited to political parties and has no plans to
meet Scotland’s First Minister Alex Salmond any time soon.

Catalonia, eu, European Commission, independence, Spain
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I wonder why the foreign press just concentrate on what Artur Mas says instead of reporting
objectively on how his party has been manipulating the Catalan media for more than 30 years,
the pary’s involvement in the financial scandal known as “Palau de la Música” and why citizens
in Catalonia are not free to have their children educated in Spanish (unless we pay the highest
fees in private schools -in order to avoid indoctrination about “independency”). Mr. Mas
manipulates public opinion and has the power to concentrate crowds in the street but many
Catalans feel and want to remain Catalan and Spanish and we have been deprived of the basic
right of bringing up our children in Spanish! This is unbelievable and does not happen anywhere
in Europe. Beleive it or not, Spanish is only taught in Catalan schools 2 hours per week! If you
complain about this absurdity, they will tell you that a language can be “learnt” watching telly or
in the street, such is the level of intellectual dishonesty!
The truth is that many people in Catalonia fear to speak out in public because if you are not for
independence you are called names and very easily tagged as “traitor” or “fascist”. Is this
freedom? Is this democracy? Mr. Mas has put himself in a deadlock situation and does not
really care about the real problems of Catalan citizens. He uses the promise of independence
to hide the corruption scandals in which his own party is involved. The truth is that all this fuss
about independence is damaging economomy and is stirring social confrontation.

11:52 pm November 7, 2012

Brooklyner wrote :

Interesting enough to see how good catalan separatists are in order to communicate their point
of view. However, this is just lot of hype -a perfect viral campaign-. Nowadays, every single
article posted in an Anglo-Saxon news media is immediately flooded with this kind of argument.
I wonder who is behind all this apparently spontaneous movement, because I’m sure it’s not a
mere coincidence. By the way, this is the first time I read a post begging for help… where is
the bottom line?

11:25 pm November 7, 2012

Pol wrote :

Europe and the worl, catalan people want to vote. If there is a massive No, we will accept it,
but at least we want to have a choice. Help us to bring democracy to Catalonia. Please, help
us.

8:20 pm November 7, 2012

Marc wrote :

Europe, we need your support. I speak seriously. Catalan people want to vote. If there is a
massive No, we will accept it, but at least we want to have a choice. Help us to bring
democracy to Catalonia. Please, help us.

6:57 pm November 7, 2012

Gerard wrote :

What is also important to show to the rest of the world, is that we, catalans, not only want to
go away from Spain for economical reasons. It’s also because of our own identity – so often
attacked – and our will of freedom as a nation. A nation as old as most of the euroepan
nations. I think it’s important to show to the worlld that we are not a group of spaniards that
suddenly, just only for egoist reasons, decide to leave Spain.
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