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Free Spain from the 
consequences of 
Catalonia’s autonomy
From Mr Benigno Bueno. 

Sir, As one of the growing number of Spaniards who would 
like the Catalans to secede once and for all so that we can 

concentrate on getting our country out of the economic mess it is in, I agree with Gideon 
Rachman’s analysis (“The forbidden fruit tempting a secession”, October 16).

I would simply add that when Barcelona fell in 1714, it was during the War of Spanish 
Succession between the two pretenders to the throne after Charles II died without an heir: 
the Austrian Habsburgs and the French Bourbons. Catalonia backed the Habsburgs who – 
with hindsight, unfortunately for Spain – lost.

More to the point, all Spanish regions have for the past 30-plus years enjoyed immense 
autonomy that, in essence, has given them the authority to spend and create political 
patronage with no responsibility at all for balancing budgets. We are now paying for the 
consequences. Catalonia is now the most indebted of the regions, its bonds have lost 
investment grade, and without the favourable trade balance with the rest of Spain that 
allows it to accrue value added tax income paid by residents of other regions, its economic 
future is questionable to say the least.

Benigno Bueno, Madrid, Spain 
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